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What are others 
doing?

What types of 
formative assessment 

activities can I 
implement in my own 

practice?

What tools in 
Brightspace 
can I use for 

formative 
assessment?

What is 
formative 

assessment?

Introduction



UHI Learning and Teaching Enhancement Strategy

• “The Learning and Teaching Enhancement Strategy (2017-2021) 
is a values-based strategy designed to provide a 'common 
language' to support the development, sharing, and 
enhancement of learning, teaching and assessment practice 
across the university.” (Learning and Teaching Academy 
website)

• There are “Twelve Learning and Teaching Enhancement 
Values that provide the basis of the strategy itself, and of a 
common language for learning and teaching enhancement” 
(Learning and Teaching Academy website) 

https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/learning-and-teaching-academy/innovation/ltes/
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/learning-and-teaching-academy/innovation/ltes/values/
https://www.uhi.ac.uk/en/learning-and-teaching-academy/innovation/ltes/


UHI Learning and Teaching Enhancement Strategy

• Learning for employment
• Learner choice and personalisation
• Providing a connected learning experience
• Evidence-based educational practice
• Engaging our students as researchers
• Active and creative use of technology
• Integrated and sustainable teaching practice
• Supporting the learner as an individual



Jisc Report (2020) –
The future of assessment: five principals, five targets for 2025

Authentic

• “… preparing the 
learner for what they 
are going to do next, 
meeting employer 
needs and testing 
knowledge and skills 
in a more realistic, 
contextualised and 
motivating way.” (Jisc 
7)

Appropriately 
automated

• “… easing teachers’ 
marking and 
feedback workload, 
and providing 
quicker, more 
detailed and more 
actionable feedback.” 
(Jisc 7)

Continuous

• “… rich in practice 
opportunities and 
reflecting the fact 
that students today 
need to be capable of 
lifelong learning, to 
adapt to changes in 
the world of work 
and across their lives 
rather than 
succeeding at one 
high-stakes, high-
stress exam.” (Jisc 7)



What is formative assessment?

Discussion:
What is formative assessment 

to you?

Please consider this in relation to 
the principles of authentic, 

appropriately automated and 
continuous assessment from the 

Jisc report.  Pixabay, CC0 1.0

https://pixabay.com/photos/assess-measure-evaluation-business-2372181/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/


What is formative assessment?

Knight (2001)
• Summative assessment is assessment of learning

“Assessments are frequently used to sum up a person’s achievement. In these 
cases, there is a summative purpose behind tasks learners are set.” (Knight, 3)

• Formative assessment is assessment for learning 

“ Assessments are also used to identify what learners  need to do in order to 
improve their work. This second approach to assessment, which is intended to 
inform students about how to do better is often called formative assessment.” 
(Knight, 7)



What is formative assessment?

Irons (2007)
“Formative assessment 
Any task or activity which creates feedback (or feedforward) for students about their learning. Formative 
assessment does not carry a grade which is subsequently used in a summative judgement.” (Irons, 7)

“Formative feedback
Formative feedback is any information, process or activity which affords or accelerates student learning 
based on comment relating to either formative assessment or summative assessment activities.” (Irons, 7)

“The primary focus of formative assessment (and formative feedback) is to help students understand the 
level of learning they have achieved and clarify expectations and standards. It is important that formative 
assessment activities and formative feedback should be aligned to module learning outcomes and where 
possible indicate where and how they contribute to programme learning outcomes.” (Irons, 17)



What is formative assessment?

Black and William (2009):

Five key strategies

1. Clarifying and sharing learning intentions and criteria for success;

2. Engineering effective classroom discussions and other learning tasks 
that elicit evidence of student understanding;

3. Providing feedback that moves learners forward;

4. Activating students as instructional resources for one another; and

5. Activating students as the owners of their own learning.



Some considerations

• Times Higher Education:

• Teaching intelligence improving students’ assessment literacy 
(Feb 2020)

• Teaching intelligence: making assessment inclusive 
(Aug 2019)

• Continuous assessment ‘may be more stressful’ for students 
(Feb 2020)

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/career/teaching-intelligence-improving-students-assessment-literacy
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/teaching-intelligence-making-assessment-inclusive
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/continuous-assessment-may-be-more-stressful-students


Formative assessment in Brightspace

Discussion:

What type of formative 
assessment activities do you 
already do in your teaching?

Which tools (in Brightspace or 
elsewhere) do you use for 

formative assessment?
Pixabay, CC0 1.0

https://pixabay.com/photos/assess-measure-evaluation-business-2372181/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/


Brightspace Tools for formative assessment

Quizzes Awards

AssignmentsIntelligent Agents

ePortfolio Surveys

Discussions

Rubrics

ClickView



Brightspace Tools for formative assessment

Discussion:
Which of these tools in 

Brightspace do you know/are 
you using already?

How could you use these 
tools for formative 

assessment and feedback?
Pixabay, CC0 1.0

https://pixabay.com/photos/assess-measure-evaluation-business-2372181/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/


Brightspace Tools for formative assessment

Quizzes:

• Use Submission Views to control when feedback is released

• Use Quiz statistics to see what students are struggling with

Assignments:

• Instead of a file or text submission, ask students to record a short audio or video which 
they can submit, i.e., to reflect on learning material

• Use the Brightspace assignment annotation tool to provide students with feedback and 
feedforward 

Discussions:

• Have students work in groups in discussion for a or topics to solve problems

• Set up private discussion fora for students to journal in



Brightspace Tools for formative assessment

ePortfolio:
• Let students collect and reflect on evidence of their learning in the ePortfolio

• Set up rubrics which student can attach to their evidence for peer review

Rubrics:

• Let students get more comfortable and accustomed to rubrics by letting students use 
them for peer review exercises

Intelligent Agents and Awards

• Attach Intelligent Agents and/or Awards to activities in Brightspace to keep students 
engaged and to automate feedback



Brightspace Tools for formative assessment

Surveys

• Use surveys to get students’ feedback on their understanding of learning materials as 
well as their experience in your module/unit

ClickView

• Annotate videos with further information or quiz 
questions to give students a chance to test their 
understanding and to keep them engaged

Image from ClickView

https://www.clickview.co.uk/why-videos/


Formative assessment in Brightspace – some examples

Discussion:

What type of formative assessment activities do you already 
do in your teaching?

Which tools (in Brightspace or elsewhere) do you use for 
formative assessment?



Formative assessment in Brightspace – some examples

Using Quizzes and Intelligent Agents
How is Brightspace being used?

• Formative assessment quizzes (linked to the Intelligent Agents)

• After an attempt students receive instant feedback (set up via the submission views in Brightspace)

• If the student did well, the IA will send a personalised message congratulating them and pointing them to 
the next steps in their learning journey

• If the students did not well, the IA will send a personalised message pointing students to content they 
might like to review, and encouraging them to complete another attempt

What are the advantages?

• Instant, personalised feedback for the students encouraging them to either try again or to continue in 
their learning journey

• Quiz statistics can serve as a diagnostic tool for the lecturer



Formative assessment in Brightspace – some examples

Using the ePortfolio, Competencies and Rubrics
How is Brightspace being used?

• Students submit evidence of their learning via the ePortfolio tool

• Students associate their evidence with learning outcomes previously set up by the lecturer in the 
Brightspace Competency tool

• Students peer review each other’s evidence using rubrics previously set up by the lecturer in the 
Brightspace Rubrics tool

• At the end of the semester, students collate their evidence and submit it to the lecturer for summative 
evaluation

What are the advantages?

• Students evidence their feedback when they are ready

• Students peer review each other’s evidence using rubrics which will help them further develop their 
evaluation literacy, and encourages them to critically engage with the feedback and feedforward of their 
peers

• Students engage in activities similar to their future workplace



Formative assessment in Brightspace – some examples

Using the Assignment tool for reflective audio submissions

How is Brightspace being used?

• Instead of a written assignment, students record themselves and submit their recording

• Students can also record a short video of themselves

• You can also do a mix – students could submit a piece of writing as well as a short audio or video clip 
to accompany the submission

What are the advantages?

• Gives all students, even the shy ones, a chance to speak

• Great alternative assessment method to keep assessment types varied and engaging



UHI Learning and Teaching Enhancement Strategy

• Learning for employment
• Learner choice and personalisation
• Providing a connected learning experience
• Evidence-based educational practice
• Engaging our students as researchers
• Active and creative use of technology
• Integrated and sustainable teaching practice
• Supporting the learner as an individual



Formative assessment in your module/unit

Learning Objective Summative Assessment Formative Assessment
Brightspace tool that can 

be used for formative 
assessment



Tip 1 – Categories 
(in Assignments and Quizzes)

vs



Tip 2 – Linking assessments into the 
content area

Formative 
Assessments

Summative 
Assessments



Tip 3 – Intelligent Agents and Awards

• Intelligent Agents can send notifications to a student, if 
the student…
• … failed a quiz / has a late assignment / did not author any 

posts in discussion topic
• … has passed a quiz / has submitted an assignment / has 

authored a post in a discussion forum

• Awards and Intelligent Agents can be used to …
• … issue certificates  or badges to learners
• … reward learners for successful engagement with content an 

activities such as quizzes and assignments
• … create a hands-off method of instant feedback, for instance 

after students have taken a quiz



Tip 4 – Reviewing stats
(in Quizzes)

Evaluate statistics to see how students 
did on your quizzes and to see where 
students went wrong so you can 
provide targeted help.



Questions?

Pixabay, CC0 1.0

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/question-mark-important-sign-1872634/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
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